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Overview

Gerald “Jess” Waltman Il joined Gordon Arata in 2023 and represents clients in banking, construction, energy,
and other litigation matters. Prior to Gordon Arata, Jess litigated complex pharmaceutical and medical device
cases.

Jess graduated, magna cum laude, from the University of Mississippi School of Law and was awarded the Robert
C. Khayat Award for Outstanding Service to the Mississippi Law Journal by his peers and the 2016 Outstanding
Law Student Award by the faculty. While in law school, Jess served as president of the Student Bar Association,
as the executive online editor and alumni coordinator of the Mississippi Law Journal, and as editor-in-chief of the
UM Business Law Newsletter. He was also active with the School of Law’s Trial Advocacy Board, Dean’s
Leadership Council, and Pro Bono Initiative, which allows practicing attorneys and law students to provide legal
services to low-income individuals.

In 2013, Jess graduated from the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College and earned his undergraduate
degree, cum laude, from the Patterson School of Accountancy at the University of Mississippi. In his senior year,
Jess was inducted into Phi Kappa Phi and the University of Mississippi Hall of Fame.

From 2022 to 2023, Jess served as the president of the Young Lawyers Division of the Mississippi Bar, and he has
served in leadership roles in multiple other organizations, including the New Orleans Bar Association, the
American Bar Association, the Mississippi Association for Justice, the University of Mississippi Alumni Association,
the American Cancer Society, and the Human Rights Campaign.

In 2023, Jess was honored as one of the members of the “Top Forty Under Forty” class by the University of
Mississippi Alumni Association and in the Mississippi Business Journal’s 2023 “Top Forty Under Forty” class. He
was also named the 2023 New Lawyer of the Year by the Mississippi Association for Justice.

Practices

e Banking & Finance Litigation

e Banking and Finance
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e Bankruptcy, Restructuring and Creditors’ Rights
e Commercial Litigation

e Construction

e Energy & Natural Resources

e Environmental & Toxic Torts

e Litigation

¢ Oil, Gas and Energy Litigation and Arbitration

e Product Liability

Admissions

e Alabama

e Arizona

Georgia

Louisiana

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of LA
U.S. District Court, Middle District of LA
U.S. District Court, Western District of LA
Mississippi

U.S. District Court, Northern District of MS
U.S. District Court, Southern District of MS
Texas

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of TX
U.S. District Court, Northern District of TX
U.S. District Court, Southern District of TX
U.S. District Court, Western District of TX
U.S. Court of Appeals, 5th Circuit

U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit

U.S. Supreme Court
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Education

University of Mississippi School of Law, J.D. magna cum laude 2016
University of Mississippi, B.Accy. cum laude 2013

Affiliations
e Louisiana State Bar Association: Member in Good Standing (October 2016-Present)
o Diversity Committee: Member (2025-Present)

o Committee on Bar Admissions (2023-Present)
» Assistant Torts Examiner (2023-Present)

e The Mississippi Bar: Member in Good Standing (April 2017-Present)
o Young Lawyers Division of the Mississippi Bar: Member (2017-Present)
e Immediate Past President (2023-2024)

e President (2022-2023)

¢ President-Elect (2021-2022)

e Member, Executive Committee (2021-2024)

e Member, Board of Directors (2017-2024)

e Co-Chair, Diversity Committee (2020-2021)

e Chair, Communications Committee (2019-2020)

e Chair, High School Mock Trial Gulf Coast Regional (2019-2022)

e Member, High School Mock Trial Committee (2019-2022)

e Chair, Veterans Legal Assistance Committee (2018-2019)

Judge, Mississippi High School Mock Trial Competition (2018-2025)

e The Mississippi Bar Board of Bar Commissioners: Commissioner (2021-2024)
e Member, Executive Committee (2022-2024)

e The Mississippi Bar Foundation, Inc. Board of Trustees: Trustee (2022-2023)

Fellows of the Young Lawyers Division Board of Directors: Member (2021-2024)
Diversity Committee: Member (2022-2025)
Alabama State Bar Association: Member in Good Standing (May 2018-Present)

State Bar of Arizona: Member in Good Standing (December 2019-Present)
e State Bar of Texas: Member in Good Standing (January 2025-Present)
e The Pro Bono Project: Volunteer (2023-Present)

e Federal Bar Association: Member (2023-Present)
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o Member, Diversity Committee (2023-Present)

o Member, New Orleans Chapter (2023-Present)
e Member, Younger Lawyers Division Board of Directors (2024-Present)

e Member, Younger Lawyers Division (2023-Present)

e Member, LGBTQ+ Law Section (2023-Present)
e Chair, LGBTQ+ Law Section Events Committee (October 2023-Present)

¢ New Orleans Bar Association: Member (2023-Present)
o Member, LGBTQIA+ Committee (2023-Present)

o Member, Young Lawyers Section (2023-Present)
e Co-Chair, Summer Associates “Dos and Don’ts” Program (2024-Present)

e Co-Chair, “Procrastinators’ Program” Committee (2023-Present)
o Member, New Orleans Bar Association American Inn of Court (2024-Present)

e American Bar Association: Member (2017-Present)
o Young Lawyers Division (2017-Present)
e Chair, Long Range Planning Board (2023-Present)

e Member, Affiliates Committee (2024-2025)

e Member, Membership Committee (2022-Present)

Recognition
e 2026 Benchmark Litigation’s 40 & Under List

2026 On the Rise - Top 40 Young Lawyers, American Bar Association Young Lawyers Division

2026 Outstanding Young Lawyer, Mississippi Bar Young Lawyers Division

Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch in America® for Banking and Finance Law, Commercial Litigation, Litigation -
Environmental (2026 & 2027)

2024 Top 40 Young Lawyer Award Recipient, Louisiana Bar Association Young Lawyers Division

Selected for inclusion as a Louisiana Super Lawyers - Rising Star, 2025 - present

e 2023 New Lawyer of the Year, Mississippi Association for Justice

e 2023 “Top Forty Under Forty” Honoree, The University of Mississippi Alumni Association

e 2023 “Top Forty Under Forty” Honoree, Mississippi Business Journal

e 2022 Membership Outreach Bedrock Award, The Human Rights Campaign

e 2021-2022 Above and Beyond Award, American Association for Justice New Lawyers Division

e 2020-2021 New Lawyers Division Excellence Award, American Association for Justice New Lawyers Division
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LSBA YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION

2 TOP

0
2
4

Publications

e What Businesses Need to Know on the 35th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Drill Deeper
Blog, July 2025

Landmark Verdict in Plaquemines Parish v. Chevron USA, Inc., Drill Deeper Blog, April 2025

Let the Real Estate Litigation Roll: Current Trends in Louisiana Property Litigation, Chambers and Partners
Global Practice Guides, March 2025

Bankruptcy Filings Up in the Fifth Circuit, Drill Deeper Blog, February 2025

Bankruptcy Doesn’t Have to Be a Scary Thing, Drill Deeper Blog, October 2024

e FTC Issues Final Non-Compete Clause Rule Banning Noncompete Agreements Nationwide, Drill Deeper Blog,
April 2024

* |IRS Delays and Softens Its Proposed “Venmo Rule”, Drill Deeper Blog, January 2024
e |t’s Getting Hot Out There, and Landlords Need to Take Notice, Drill Deeper Blog, September 2023

e Don’t Fall Flat on Your Assessment. The Property Tax Appeals Deadline is August 18, 2023!, Drill Deeper Blog,
August 2023

e Data Security Is Your Problem Too, But You Can Do Something About It, Drill Deeper Blog, June 2023

PRESENTATIONS

e Chilling the Bar: How Executive Power Threatens Solos and Small Firms, American Bar Association Rule
of Law in America CLE, June 2025

e Lands, Liens, and Lines: Understanding Title Policies & Surveys, Association of Corporate Counsel -
Louisiana, June 2025

e Summer Associate Success Panel, New Orleans Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, 2025

e A Survey of Al Rules in the Fifth Circuit: What Practitioners Need to Know, Louisiana State Bar
Association, 2025

e Mastering Cocktail Conversation, New Orleans Bar Association, 2024

e Preparing a Witness to Succeed: If You Fail to Prepare, You Prepare to Fail, American Association of
Professional Landmen, 2024

e Duty to the Courts: What Mississippi Lawyers Should Know, Mississippi Bar Association, 2024

--50f6 -


https://gordonarata.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2024_Top40_EmailSig01-e1745357539251-300x236-1.png
https://gordonarata.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/mybadge-e1764968584995.webp
https://gordonarata.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2024_Top40_EmailSig01-e1745357539251-300x236-1.png
https://www.gamb.com/what-businesses-need-to-know-on-the-35th-anniversary-of-the-americans-with-disabilities-act/
https://www.gamb.com/landmark-verdict-in-plaquemines-parish-v-chevron-usa-inc/
https://practiceguides.chambers.com/practice-guides/real-estate-litigation-2025/usa-louisiana/trends-and-developments
https://www.gamb.com/bankruptcy-filings-up-in-the-fifth-circuit/
https://www.gamb.com/bankruptcy-doesnt-have-to-be-a-scary-thing/
https://www.gamb.com/ftc-issues-final-non-compete-clause-rule-banning-noncompete-agreements-nationwide/
https://www.gamb.com/irs-delays-and-softens-its-proposed-venmo-rule/
https://www.gamb.com/its-getting-hot-out-there-and-landlords-need-to-take-notice/
https://www.gamb.com/dont-fall-flat-on-your-assessment-the-property-tax-appeals-deadline-is-august-18-2023/
https://www.gamb.com/data-security-is-your-problem-too-but-you-can-do-something-about-it/
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e 55th Anniversary of Stonewall: LGBTQ+ Legal Milestones and Where We Are Today, American Bar
Association, 2024

» A Bankruptcy Overview: What Every Lawyer Should Know, International Society of Primerus Law Firms,
2024

What Do We Owe Our Opponents?, Lawline, 2024
Duty to Opposing Parties and Their Counsel, Mississippi Bar Association, 2024

Technology in the Law, Mississippi Bar Association, 2023

Practicing Law as an Attorney for Plaintiffs, The University of Mississippi School of Law, 2023

Mass Tort Litigations, The University of Mississippi School of Law, 2023

Don’t Be the Wicked Stepmother: Managing Non-Attorney Staff and the Ethical Limits of the Work They
Can Do, American Bar Association, 2022

The How & Why of DE&I: Implementing an Inclusion Plan in Bar Associations, American Bar Association,
2022

Mass Torts Litigation, The University of Mississippi School of Law, 2022

Call of Duty: Are You Ready?, Mississippi Bar Association, 2020

This is Your Circus, Mississippi Bar Association, 2019

Personal Leadership, Mississippi Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership, 2019

Life After Law School, The University of Mississippi, 2019

Bridging the Gap: Expert Witnesses, Mississippi Bar Association, 2018
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